This issue marks the 16th anniversary of the publication of abstracts from the annual meeting of the American College of Veterinary Pathology (ACVP). As in previous years, the abstracts cover the breadth of experience of our members, and include exciting and dynamic research, descriptive pathology and case reports from the areas of Experimental Disease, Natural Disease, Toxicologic Pathology, Education, Diagnostic Pathology and Clinical Pathology. Some of these reports represent years of bench research, others preliminary experimental results, and others simply interesting cases noted during the course of a pathologist's routine workload. The responsibility for assembling, editing, indexing and formatting meeting abstracts lies with a group of dedicated individuals within the Specialty Group of the Education Committee of the ACVP. This group is also responsible for the programs and speakers in specialty sections of the annual meeting and coordination of the student awards.
When the abstracts were initially published in the journal in 1992, the idea for their inclusion was novel. The previous year, only the meeting program had been included within the fall issue. Few scientific organizations and virtually none of the veterinary specialties had tried this approach. Previously, ACVP abstracts were published in an isolated booklet which tended to get lost and which libraries had difficult binding and filing. The 1992 event represented a joint meeting between the ACVP and the American College of Veterinary Ophthalmology, and abstracts from both groups were presented in their respective publications (Veterinary Pathology and Veterinary Ophthalmology). The editor at the time, Dr. M. Donald McGavin, remembers the directive from Council and his favorable response to their request. The potential benefits from publishing abstracts in Veterinary Pathology were numerous: reduced cost (no separate publication was required); easier citation for authors (so less chance of having information lost to the literature); and ease for libraries to handle and index. It was also hoped that the prepublication of abstracts would stimulate interest in the annual meeting, potentially increase attendance, and encourage diplomates to publish material in Veterinary Pathology. As many authors did not publish a full paper later, abstracts were the only record of presented material. In the intervening years, the practice of publishing the meeting abstracts in the September issue has become a welcome tradition.
Since the late 1990s all abstracts are now peerreviewed for scientific content, edited for spelling and syntax, and assessed for adherence to ethical animal usage guidelines. Many ACVP members, nonmembers and students go through the September issue and highlight posters or oral presentations of interest that they wish to observe at the meeting, and individuals are still seen at the meeting walking the corridors toting their September issue. Whether abstract prepublication has had anything to do with the ever increasing attendance at the ACVP annual meeting is debatable, but other intangible benefits from this practice are easier to gauge. At the time the meeting abstracts were originally included, there was a shortage of high quality manuscripts submitted to Veterinary Pathology. It was Dr. McGavin's hope that their inclusion would raise the journal's interest value and encourage further submissions. A review of publications in the journal from the past 16 years reveals a large number that were first presented as posters and presentations in the meeting abstracts. Residents and graduate students who have put together a poster for the Young Investigator Awards continue to acknowledge their appreciation for publishing their preliminary work in Veterinary Pathology. They often cite the difficulty in listing anything substantive on their curriculum vitas during the time of their residency. Abstract publication allows some exposure for them and an opportunity for potential employers to review their previous work. Abstracts also allow pathologists to present citable findings and learnings from diagnostic case reports that for whatever reason the authors felt were not sufficient for full journal publication. These may not have been the first published report of a condition, disease or tumor, but entities were still rare enough, or had unique or controversial features that warranted presentation and discussion with peers.
Some have argued that abstracts are no longer necessary in Veterinary Pathology or other journals, since libraries now are often ''virtual'' (binding and storage no longer being a problem), and that abstracts somehow diminish the perception of a journal's quality. In the early years, the abstracts were submitted in a camera-ready copy Vet Pathol 45:728-729 (2008) format, and although the type and font size were stipulated, a hodge-podge of styles were incorporated as submissions often failed to follow guidelines. In the past 10 years, the Specialty Groups have spent long hours editing all abstracts to conform to Veterinary Pathology's high standards of quality and consistency. The author and keyword indexes were included in the late 1990's, and in 2004 the Diagnostic Pathology Specialty Group was added and since then the number of abstracts have grown significantly. The total number this year (237) vastly exceeds the number from that original 1992 issue.
I hope that you share my enthusiasm for the continuation of this tradition and find the convenience of perusing abstract topics ahead of the meeting worthwhile. In that spirit, I would like to introduce several of the topics covered in this year's set of presentations, and hope these inspire you to read through abstracts, find those of interest and attend the Specialty Group sessions and posters at the 2008 ACVP annual meeting in San Antonio in November 2008. In the Clinical pathology section, there are a host of abstracts describing or evaluating a variety of novel hematologic or serum biochemistry parameters. There is a study characterizing cord blood stem cells, a method for isolation of circulating endothelial cells, and a description of the chitinolytic activity associated with equine asthma. Other interesting abstracts include studies of HSP90 inhibitor efficacy in osteosarcoma and analysis of receptor activator of NF-kB and osteoprotegerin during bone turnover. Experimental Disease abstracts cover a wide variety of veterinary pathogenic diseases including mycobacteriosis, leishmaniasis, epizootic hemorrhagic disease, canine influenza, coronavirus, vesicular stomatitis virus, spongiform encephalopathies, and Nipah virus, among others. Some of these abstracts describe novel findings, others explore mechanistic pathophysiology and others focus on histopathologic features. Other abstracts in Experimental Disease involve various animal models of human disease including a canine model of mucopolysaccharidosis 1, a mouse model of Ehler Danlos IV, an SIV macaque model of HIV associated myocardial lesions, a porcine model of cystic fibrosis, and a baboon model of gall bladder disease. There are multiple abstracts that are related to avian influenza, and another set of abstracts that focus on various aspects of cancer, including efficacy of several antineoplastic treatments and genetic alterations associated with differences in tumor microenvironment. Natural Disease abstracts and case reports described within the Diagnostic Pathology group cover virtually all domestic and laboratory animal species, numerous exotic/wildlife species and include pathologic descriptions and/or novel presentations of a wide variety of entities. Etiologies covered include viral diseases (distemper, lymphocytic choriomeningitis virus, BVD, porcine circovirus 2 and malignant catarrhal virus among others), bacterial diseases (mycobacteriosis, digital dermatitis and rhodococcosis), other infectious diseases (histoplasmosis, cryptococcosis, babesiosis, and Chagas disease) and noninfectious entities such as toxicoses or nutritional skeletal abnormalities. This year's abstracts include several retrospective studies of mortalities, including those in orangutans, elk, horseshoe crabs and harbor porpoises. There are also abstracts dealing with many types of unique and/or rare tumors and various novel means of phenotyping neoplasms with immunohistochemical stains. In abstracts from the Education section, several novel techniques and new methodologies to enhance student learning in pathology are discussed, as well as methods for addressing the shortage of trainees and the problem of documenting continuing education requirements. Finally, research presented in Toxicologic Pathology includes several studies involving effects of diet restriction or overfeeding in rodents, a multistudy evaluation of new urinary biomarkers, a new technique for quantitative stereology, and a mechanistic study of the effects of TGF-beta inhibition on the development of valvulopathy. Characterization of DAPM biliary toxicity is described, and the neuropathic mechanism of proteasome inhibitors is included in another. In summary, there should be something of interest for all veterinary pathologists. Happy reading! Dr. Kendall S. Frazier 2008 ACVP Specialty Group Coordinator GlaxoSmithKline King of Prussia, PA Vet Pathol 45:5, 2008 
